NOBEL
order to check the emigration mania resulting from the present lack
of employmeik."
" This is no easy matter," the pamphlet begins, " for it is neces-
sary to find a material that is plentiful and cheap, so that it will be
within the range even of persons of moderate means. During the
five years since my stroke, in which I have often been in pain, and
suffered from sleepless nights, I have succeeded in thinking of the
raw material which I am convinced is the most suitable for solving
the problem." The raw material which he had in mind was the
scrap wood in saw mills. " Such scrap wood," Nobel wrote, " is
now being burnt, simply with the object of getting rid of the stuff;
but it would furnish a most suitable raw material for home industry,
and thousands of unemployed could thereby make a living, especi-
ally such seasonal workers as throughout the winter are often on
the verge of famine. Apart from home industries, this raw material
can be used in the manufacture of large and small wagons, as
well as of houses, which would later become valuable exports to
warmer countries, especially such as are subject to earthquakes,"
Nobel particularly had in mind the banks of the Suez Canal, which
would have to be developed on the Canal being opened. The
description and the specimens of tubes, made according to Nobel's
specification, shew that his idea was to produce a kind of com-
position veneer, from woodshavings or thin cuttings glued together,
these being superimposed in such a way that the fibres of the
different layers should be interwoven; and also to manufacture
various articles by steaming and bending wood. " It is," he
continued, " fairly probable that people will be sceptical as to the
possibility of manufacturing articles from thin shavings of wood;
but these shavings must be produced by specially designed steel
instruments, which cut out Shavings of the thickness of a lino as
they plane," Nobel had actually achieved, the thickness of a
quarter of a line, and he writes: " The shavings from which the
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